
                                                                      
 

 
 
2006 Census Results Teacher’s Kit 
 
Lesson 4 - Immigration: The Changing Face of Canada 
 
This lesson was written by The Critical Thinking Consortium with editorial input and subject matter
expertise from Statistics Canada's Education Outreach Program and Social and Aboriginal Statistics 
Division.
 
Overview 
 
Learners examine immigration to provinces and territories and determine what factors 
attract immigrants to Canada. They analyze statistical evidence to validate inferences 
regarding pull factors. Finally, learners make recommendations to prospective 
immigrants regarding the places in Canada that would best meet their needs.  
 
Suggested grade level and subject areas 
 
Intermediate, secondary – Grades 7 to 12 
History, Social Studies, Geography 
 
Objectives 
 
Learners will demonstrate: 
• understanding of the levels of immigration in provinces, territories, cities, and 

municipal areas 
• understanding of various pull factors that attract immigrants to provinces, 

territories, cities, and metropolitan areas 
• ability to effectively support decisions with appropriate evidence. 
 
Materials 
 
Handout 1: Map of Canada 
Handout 2: Information sources and instructions 
Handout 3: Identifying pull factors 
Handout 4: Ranking the provinces and territories 
Handout 5: Immigrant profiles 
Handout 6: Selecting a destination 
Evaluation rubric 1: Assessing the map 
Evaluation rubric 2: Assessing the ranking 
Evaluation rubric 3: Assessing the recommended destination 



                                                                      
 

2006 Census Dictionary 
 
Classroom instructions 
 
Learners will focus on two key areas: 
• immigration levels in provinces and territories 
• factors that draw immigrants to Canada and specific provinces and territories. 
 
Activity 1: Exploring immigration levels 
  
Organize learners into teams and provide each team with a copy of Handout 1: Map of 
Canada. Without referring to immigration, ask learners to identify any apparent 
irregularities with the map. They might indicate, for example, that the provinces and 
territories are not the correct size. Inform learners that this map was designed to visually 
represent the number of immigrants to different parts of Canada. The size of a province 
or territory should be proportional to its number of immigrants, so that the larger its size, 
the greater the number of immigrants living there. Encourage learners to consider the 
accuracy of the map by posing questions such as, 'According to this map, which province 
or territory attracts the most immigrants? Which attracts the least?' 'Do you think this 
map accurately represents immigration levels to each province or territory?' 
 
Provide each learner with a large blank sheet of paper that is at least legal size (8.5" x 
14"). Explain that their task is to use census data to verify the accuracy of the map in 
representing the proportion of total immigrants to Canada that are received in each 
province and territory. If they find the map inaccurate, they must create a more accurate 
one to correctly represent the levels of immigration in the provinces and territories for 
2006. Explain that they will not draw the actual shapes of provinces and territories in 
their revised map. Instead, they will draw a different size square as a symbol for each 
province and territory. Each province or territory’s square will have an area that is 
proportional in size to the relative level of immigration for that province or territory. 
 
Give learners Handout 2: Information sources and instructions, in which they will find 
sources of supporting statistics for each province or territory.  
 
• 2006 Census: Immigration, citizenship, language, mobility and migration: 

http://www.statcan.ca/Daily/English/071204/d071204a.htm 

• Immigrants as a percentage of each province’s total populations, animated map: 
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/vignettes/NatHistImmig_
ec.html 

 
• Distribution of total population, total immigrant population and recent immigrants, 

Canada, provinces and territories, 2006 Census: 
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table2.htm 

   
Go over with learners the following instructions on how to translate census data into visual 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/reference/dictionary/index.cfm
http://www.statcan.ca/Daily/English/071204/d071204a.htm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/vignettes/NatHistImmig_ec.html
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/vignettes/NatHistImmig_ec.html
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table2.htm


                                                                      
 

form: 
 
• Identify the province that has the highest proportion of total immigrants (for example, 

Ontario has 54.9% of the total immigrant population). 
• Multiply this percentage by 0.5 to determine the length of each side of the square that 

will represent this province (for example, 54.9 x 0.5 = 27.5 cm). 
• Calculate the length of the sides of the squares that represent the remaining provinces 

and territories in the same manner (for example, British Columbia has 18.1% of the total 
immigrant population, 18.1 x 0.5 = 9.0 cm). 

 
Activity 2: Mapping immigration to Canadian metropolitan areas
 
Invite each team to present to the class its assessment of the accuracy of the original map and 
its redrawn version. Ask learners to consider whether specific metropolitan areas would 
attract more immigrants than others. Instruct learners to draw circles to represent 
immigration to key metropolitan areas, with the size of each circle reflecting the number of 
immigrants.  
 
Guide learners in translating census data into visual form as follows: 
• Identify the metropolitan areas that has the highest proportion of immigrants (for 

example, Toronto has 37.5% of the total immigrant population). 
• Multiply this number by 0.5 to determine the radius of a circle representing this metropoiltan area

 (e.g., 37.5 x 0.5 = 18.8 cm). 
• Draw circles to represent immigration to other key metropolitan areas. 
 
Supporting statistics for cities and metropolitan areas can be found in the following sources: 
 
• Immigration in Canada: A Portrait of the Foreign-born Population, 2006 Census: 

Immigrants in metropolitan areas: 
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm 

 
• Distribution of total population, total immigrant population and recent immigrants, Canada 

and census metropolitan areas, 2006 and 2001 censuses: 
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table3.htm 

 
As an extension to this activity, you could ask each team to create a second map of the 
number of immigrants in each province or territory as a percentage of that province or 
territory’s population. This would show a very different picture of the impact of immigration 
across the country. For example, the Yukon Territory’s 3,000 immigrants are a very small 
proportion (.05%) of Canada’s 6 million immigrants, but they represent 10% of the Yukon 
Territory’s 30,000 people.  
 
Supporting statistics for this task can be found in the following table: 
 
• Population by immigrant status and period of immigration, 2006 counts, for Canada, 

provinces and territories – 20% sample data. 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table3.htm


                                                                      
 

 
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/highlights/Immigration/Table403.cfm?La
ng=E&T=403&GH=4&SC=1&S=99&O=A 

 
Assess learner responses using the Evaluation rubric 1: Assessing the map. 
 
Activity 3: Identify pull factors 
 
Inform learners of the two types of factors that influence decisions to immigrate: push and pull 
factors. Push factors prompt people to leave countries: for example, some migrants are driven 
from their countries by economic hardship or conflict. Conversely, pull factors are those that 
attract potential immigrants to a specific destination.  
 
Ask learners to consider some examples of pull factors that might attract potential immigrants 
to Canada: 
 
• Economic factors: examples could include job opportunities, economic freedom, 

opportunities to start a business or to invest 
• Political factors: examples could include protection of rights and freedoms 
• Social factors: examples could include educational opportunities, similar languages and 

cultures, need for medical treatment 
• Geographic: examples could include climate, proximity to home country. 
  
Encourage learners to think about how different perspectives may influence individual 
immigrants. For example, would a potential immigrant from Afghanistan be drawn to Canada 
for the same reasons as a potential immigrant from Hong Kong?  
 
Organize learners into teams and assign each team a province or territory. Provide each team 
with a copy of Handout 3: Identifying pull factors. Using the sources listed below, ask learners 
to identify characteristics related to each type of pull factor (economic, political, social and 
geographic) in their assigned province or territory, and then to suggest how each characteristic 
might pull immigrants to that area. For example, a team assigned to Alberta might record that 
this province has the fastest growing economy in Canada. Learners might infer that more 
people would move to Alberta than other provinces to seek employment.  
 
In addition to sources listed in Activity 1, information about pull factors in each province and 
territory can be found in the following sources: 
• Immigration: Driver of population growth 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/canada_foreign.cfm 
• Immigrants in metropolitan areas 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/largest_centres.cfm 
• The Canadian Encyclopedia 

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=HomePage&Params=A1 
 
Activity 4: Ranking the provinces and territories 
 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/highlights/Immigration/Table403.cfm?Lang=E&T=403&GH=4&SC=1&S=99&O=A
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/data/highlights/Immigration/Table403.cfm?Lang=E&T=403&GH=4&SC=1&S=99&O=A
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/canada_foreign.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/largest_centres.cfm
http://www.statcan.ca/cgi-bin/relocate.cgi?1=E&loc=http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=HomePage&Params=A1


                                                                      
 

Invite each team to present its collection of pull factors for a province/territory to the class. 
Ask learners to consider why some areas of Canada had very low levels of immigration in 
2006. To extend the activity, guide learners to determine whether some provinces/territories 
possess factors that discourage immigrants from settling in that area. If desired, add a third 
column to the 'Identifying pull factors' chart to record these negative factors.  
 
Provide each learner with a copy of Handout 4: Ranking the provinces and territories. 
Instruct learners to rank the top three provinces/territories according to the relative strength 
of their pull factors: which ones would be the most attractive to immigrants? Direct learners 
to identify three pieces of census data or evidence found in the links listed above to support 
their rankings. 

 
Assess learner responses using Evaluation rubric 2: Assessing the Ranking. 
 
Activity 5: Recommend a destination 
 
Provide each learner with a copy of Handout 5: Immigrant profiles and Handout 6: 
Selecting a destination. Instruct learners to read the profiles of the two potential 
immigrants and determine the pull factors that would influence their decisions to choose 
a particular location in Canada. Learners will record these factors in Handout 5.  
 
Possible pull factors could include: 
 
• Economic benefits: Does the location provide job opportunities that match individual skills 

and interests? Are there opportunities to start businesses or invest? 
• Social opportunities: Does the location provide opportunity for education? Will people in 

this location speak a similar language? Are there opportunities to join communities of 
people with similar backgrounds? 

• Geographic advantages: Does the location have an acceptable climate? Is the location a 
feasible distance from family?  

• Political freedoms: Does the location provide protection of rights and freedoms? 
 
After identifying key pull factors for each potential immigrant, ask learners to recommend the 
location in Canada that would best meet the needs and aspirations of these individuals.  
Remind learners that their choice of location should be guided by the pull factors and 
supporting census data that they identified earlier. In addition to the sources listed in Activities 
1 and 3, supporting census data can also be found in the following sources: 
 
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/younger.cfm 
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm 
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/metro_areas.cfm 
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/linguistic_divers.cfm 

 
Invite learners to share their recommendations with the class. Discuss the reasons for any 
differences between recommendations. To extend this activity, you could invite learners to 
reflect on their own families. If learners' families recently immigrated to Canada, encourage 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/younger.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/metro_areas.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/linguistic_divers.cfm


                                                                      
 

them to consider what factors pulled their family to Canada. For learners whose families have 
lived in Canada for generations, ask them to consider what factors might pull their family to 
move to a different region of Canada. 
 
Assess learner responses using Evaluation rubric 3: Assessing the recommended destination. 



                                                                              
 

Lesson 4 
 

Handout 1: Map of Canada 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                              
 
Lesson 4 

 
Handout 2: Information sources and instructions 
 
1. Immigration levels in provinces and territories  
 

• 2006 Census: Immigration, citizenship, language, mobility and migration: 
 http://www.statcan.ca/Daily/English/071204/d071204a.htm 

• Immigrants as a percentage of each province’s total populations, animated map: 
 http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/vignettes/NatHistImmig_ec.html 

• Distribution of total population, total immigrant population and recent immigrants, Canada, provinces and territories, 2006 
Census: 

  http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table2.htm 
 
 
Translate these data into visual form: 
 

• Identify the province that has the highest proportion of total immigrants (for example, Ontario has 54.9% of the total immigrant 
population). 

• Multiply this percentage by 0.5 to determine the length of each side of the square that will represent this province (for example, 
54.9 x 0.5 = 27.5 cm). 

• Calculate the length of the sides of the squares that represent the remaining provinces and territories in the same manner (for 
example, British Columbia has 18.1% of the total immigrant population, 18.1 x 0.5 = 9.0 cm). 

 
2. Immigration levels in Canadian metropolitan areas 

 
• Immigration in Canada: A Portrait of the Foreign-born Population, 2006 Census: Immigrants in metropolitan areas: 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm 
 

• Distribution of total population, total immigrant population and recent immigrants, Canada and census metropolitan areas, 2006 and 
2001 censuses: 
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table3.htm 

http://www.statcan.ca:80/Daily/English/071204/d071204a.htm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/vignettes/NatHistImmig_ec.html
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/vignettes/NatHistImmig_ec.html
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table2.htm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/tables/table3.htm


                                                                              
 

 
Translate these data into visual form: 

• Identify the metropolitan area that has the highest proportion of immigrants (for example, Toronto has 37.5% of the total 
immigrant population). 
• Multiply this number by 0.5 to determine the radius of a circle representing this metropolitan area (e.g., 37.5 x 0.5 = 18.8 cm). 
• Draw circles to represent immigration to other key metropolitan areas. 



                                                                              
 
 

Lesson 4 
 

Handout 3: Identifying pull factors                     Name: _____________________________________ 
        

 
Province or territory: ___________________________________________ 

 
Pull factors Characteristic and supporting evidence (fact) Impact on immigration (inference) 

Economic 

 
•   

•   

•  

 

Political 

 
•   

•    

•  

 

Social 

 
•   

•    

•  

 

Geographic 

 
•   

•    

•   

 

Information sources: In addition to sources in Handout 2, see:  



                                                                              
 

• Immigration: Driver of population growth  http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/canada_foreign.cfm 
• Immigrants in metropolitan areas  http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/largest_centres.cfm 
• The Canadian Encyclopedia  http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=HomePage&Params=A1 
 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/canada_foreign.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/largest_centres.cfm
http://www.statcan.ca/cgi-bin/relocate.cgi?1=E&loc=http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=HomePage&Params=A1


                                                                              
 

Lesson 4 
 
Handout 4: Ranking the provinces and territories      Name:_____________________________________ 

 
Rankings Explanation for ranking Data that support the ranking 
 

1. ________________ 
        
       (most attractive province or 

territory) 

  
   
•   
  
•   
  
•  

 
2. ________________ 
 
(2nd most attractive province 
or territory) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
•   
  
•    
  
•  
  

 
3. ________________ 
 
(3rd most attractive province 
or territory) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
•   
  
•    
  
•  

 



                                                                              
 
 

Lesson 4 
 

Handout 5: Immigrant profiles 
 
 

1. Wai Wing Lee is a Hong Kong Chinese who has done very well in the manufacturing trade over the past 20 years. Since 
China has regained Hong Kong, he now wants to move to Canada to more freely pursue business opportunities. He hopes to 
have freedom to run his company as profitably as possible. His children were educated in Canadian private schools and both 
now attend university in Canada. Lee is in his 40s and wishes to invest his money in new business ventures in Canada, 
preferably in shipping and transportation. While his skills in English are passable, Lee feels he may need to rely on the skills of 
the employees he hires for communication.  

 
 
2. Katiana Jean currently lives in Haiti and wants to immigrate to Canada to improve her standard of living. She is 20 years old 

and unmarried. Katiana has completed high school and is fluent in French and speaks a little English. She has a strong work 
record, is in good health and has a little money saved. She is hoping to find a community where she will be able to meet other 
people who have migrated from Haiti. 

 
(adapted from Immigration in the 20th Century, Harry Lewis et al, The Critical Thinking Consortium, 2002, p.113) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



                                                                              
 
 
 

Lesson 4  
 

Handout 6: Selecting a destination        Name:_____________________________________ 
 

` Wai Wing Lee Katiana Jean 

Key pull factors 
What factors are 
pulling these 
individuals to 
Canada? 

 
•   

•    

•  

 
•   

•   

•  

 
Recommended 
destination  

The best location in Canada for Wai to immigrate to 

would be: 

__________________________________________ 

Evidence and reasons supporting my decision: 

1.  

 

 

2.  

 

 

3.  

 

 

 

The best location in Canada for Katiana to immigrate to 

would be: 

__________________________________________ 

Evidence and reasons supporting my decision: 

1.  

 

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

3.  

 

 



                                                                              
 
Information sources: In addition to sources listed in Handouts 2 and 3 that helped you identify pull factors, see: 
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/younger.cfm 
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm 
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/metro_areas.cfm  
• http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/linguistic_divers.cfm 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/younger.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/city_life.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/metro_areas.cfm
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/immcit/linguistic_divers.cfm


                                                                              
 

 
Lesson 4 
 
Evaluation rubric 1: Assessing the map 

 

 

 Outstanding Very good Competent Satisfactory In progress 
 

Accurately 
represents 
immigration levels  

All aspects of the 
map accurately 
represent the 
statistics on 
immigration levels. 
 

The map accurately 
represents almost 
all the statistics on 
immigration levels. 

The map  
accurately 
represents most of 
the statistics on 
immigration levels. 
 
 

The map accurately 
represents some of 
the statistics on 
immigration levels. 

The map does  
not accurately 
represent any of the 
statistics on 
immigration levels. 

  
  

Evaluation rubric 2 
 

Assessing the ranking 
 

 Outstanding Very good Competent Satisfactory In progress 
 

Supports ranking 
of most attractive 
province or 
territory 

The ranking is 
convincingly 
supported by the 
reasons provided. 
 

The ranking is 
mostly supported by 
the reasons 
provided. 

The ranking is 
generally supported 
by the reasons 
provided. 
 

The ranking is only 
partly supported by 
the reasons 
provided. 

The ranking is not 
at all supported by 
the reasons 
provided. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                              
 

 
Lesson 4 
 
Evaluation rubric 3: Assessing the recommended destination 

 

  

 Outstanding Very good Competent Satisfactory In progress 
 

Recommends a 
plausible  
destination and 
provides good 
reasons  
 

The  
recommended 
destination  
is highly plausible  
and highly  
justifiable in light  
of the reasons  
provided.  
 
 

The  
recommended 
destination  
is clearly  
plausible and 
clearly 
justifiable in light  
of the reasons  
provided.  

 

The  
recommended 
destination  
is plausible and  
adequately  
justifiable in light  
of the reasons  
provided.  

The  
recommended 
destination  
is somewhat  
plausible but  
barely justifiable  
given the reasons  
provided. 

The  
recommended 
destination is 
implausible and  
not justifiable  
given the reasons  
provided. 
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